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this keyword in java

• In java, this is a reference variable that refers to the current 
object.

• There can be a lot of usage of java this keyword.
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Usage of java this keyword

1. this keyword can be used to refer current class instance 
variable.

2. this() can be used to invoke current class constructor.
3. this keyword can be used to invoke current class method 

(implicitly)
4. this can be passed as an argument in the method call.
5. this can be passed as argument in the constructor call.
6. this keyword can also be used to return the current class 

instance.
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The this keyword can be used to refer 
current class instance variable

• If there is ambiguity between the instance variable and
parameter, this keyword resolves the problem of ambiguity.
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• In the above example, parameter (formal arguments) and
instance variables are same that is why we are using this
keyword to distinguish between local variable and instance
variable.
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this() can be used to invoke current class 
constructor.
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Why to use this() constructor call
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The this keyword can be used to invoke 
current class method (implicitly).
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this keyword can be passed as an 
argument in the method
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Reference object and this, output of both 
are same
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